Approved For Release 2003/03/07 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001600080075-9

PR/ - S—

1 June 1954

The Honorable Frances P, Bolton
U. 8. House of Reprasentatives
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Frances:

The Viet Minh radio {they now call themselves
Northern Vietnam} has given a more complete text of the
Genevieve de Galard letter to Ho, and I enclose our trans-
cript of this radio broadcast.

All of this may work out all right but we may not
know until we hear what she has to say upon her return to

France,
Sincerely,
eI 1B W DULES
Allen W, Dulles
Director
Encl.
AWD:at
Distribution:

Orig - Addressee

l cc - DCI File (—
l cc - ER
1 cc - Legislative Liaison
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FRENCH NURSE THANKS WOMEN'S UNION

VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY (DRV), in English Morse to Southeast Asia,
May 26, 1954, 0635 GMT--B

{"French Nurse Thanks Vietnam Women's Union'')
{Text)

North Vietnam--Implementing the instructfon given by President Ho Chi
Minh following the proposal of the Vietnam Women's Union, the VPA

High Command released on May 24 the French nurse Genevieve de Galard,
who was taken prisoner by the VPA following the liberation of Dien Bien
Phu, Before leaving the Vietnam free sones, the French nurse wrote a
letter of thanks to the Vietnam Women's Union in which she said:

"I know that following your demand and in conformity with his clement
policy, President Ho Chi Minh has permitted me to see again my family
and Motherland. My joy is great and I wish to express my thanks to you
for having manifested, though not knowing me, your sympathy and amity
to me,

"In a few days,' ghe continued, "I will be &t home, happy to see myiloved
ones. I cannat, therefore, refrain from thinking of you all, who due to

the war are still living far from your homes and separatad from thoas

who are so dear to you, Before leaving your country, ' Geneviave de
Galard added, "I wish to express my ardent hope tc see peace reeatablished
between our two nations so that you will be able to aspend a bappy life

in a peaceful world and with your families, with your parent$; husbands,
and children.” The French nurse concluded by conveying to the Vietnam
Women's Union her compliments to French youth,
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28 May 1954

The Honorable Frances P. Bolton
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Frances:
Attached are the clippings we discussed.

I understand Bill Tyler of the Department
of State has been in touch with you on this matter.
If anything further arises, I will contact you.

Sincerely yours;

Allen W. Dulles
Director

Attachments

AWD:HEA

Distribution:

Addressee - Ori

DCI file -~ 1 cc j

ER file - L cc
LegislativeLiaison -1 cc
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RADIO REPORTS, INC,
220 EAST 42nd STREET

NEW YORK 17, N. Y,

May 21, 1954

RED RADIO SAYS FRENCH NURSE CONGRATULATES
HO CHI MINH ON HIS BIRTHDAY

CBS World News Round-up at 8:00 A. M. over WCBS (N. Y.) and
the CBS Network:

GUY SEARLS (From Hong Kong): '"The Communist Vietminh radio
from Indochina, heard here in Hong Kong, broadcast what they claim
was an exchange of notes between nurse Genevieve De Gallard, the
only woman captured at Dienbienphu, and Ho Chi Minh. According
to the Communist propaganda broadcast, the gallant French nurse
sent a note of birthday congratulations and wishes for peace to the
leader of the Indo-China Communists. In reply, Ho Chi Minh is
said to have informed the nurse that she is being released as a war
prisoner and in addition reportedly wished her good health and a

pleasant journey home. "
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<. By Marguerite Higgins
w5 Ry Wiraless t the Rereld Tribane
- Supyright, 1954, The Amocisted Pross.
HANOI, Fresich Indo-China,
May" 48 ~Franee’s hérolc young
nurse, L3 Geneyieve de Galard-
“Terreube -said today she did
not' regrét for an instant her
fifty-ons days at the fallen fort-
tess of Dienbfsnphu and would
relive them. sgain, despite 21l
the tragedy, without hesitation
_“It was an extraordinary ex-
‘perience,” she sald. “It brought
with it & kind of eamaraderie
and friendship I had never
known before. It opened up for
me a whole new series of hor-
izons.”
. With frankness and compo-
e, the twenty-nine-year-old
flight nurse held an hour-long
préss oonference -in which she

LA
s

ped in the fortress.i

- Red - Cross helicopter, the
‘$0 Teach Dienblenphu, was
poled  during the takeeqff.
that the Communist Viet
was 80 violent

-bedeme unusable,
" “But § never gavs up hops wo

faf a8 my own persons) .datel
.uns-ug‘immed." she sald. "Eim'
»

deéscribed the hardships snd the]
ur of the days and nightsj
od “since she was e~

‘March 27 when;

nib artillery f
% the Dienblenphu sirstrip
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Dienbienphu *

in the terrible Iast. days in May
when - wy - jney . Disnblenphyy
would go' I et that I had 8"
reasonable chatics " of * getting’
out. I'was the only woman

the forttess, WHy should the
Communists want to keep mat*

- “But. whan the forizess was
talling, wegkn't you straidi”™ shay
was asked, ’

”No;f'thoyounznummllad;’ WEDNESDAY,

NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE
MAY 26,

194

“Our officers had sald that the rslstence. More and more
Viet Minh were regular lrmy:eounded Kept coming.”
forces and that, thevefore, the¥ 5. 1.0 oe the myriad offers
would be correct with us. And made to her by various news.
this proved true. The Viet Minh papers for the publication of her
'were always quile correct.” memoirs, she said she would
'As for being back in freedom,|think them over.
she repeated that it was an “un-| “Have you had any recent
imaginable joy” which, however,|offers of mearriage?” asked 3
wag mixed with sadness at hav-|persistent Amerlean reporter.
Ing been separated from the “Well, you are very .indis-
Wounded and the French medi-|creet,” laughed the nurse. “But,
cal officers with whom she Madlif you must know, the answer i
worked go closely. " - {lor the moment mo offers of|
Her !mmediate plans are tojmarriage.” -
remain in Hanoi a few days and| After leave in France, Lt.
de Galard-Terraube will con-

then fly to France, where her
family is anxiously awaiting her.ltlnue her ssslgriment es fAight
nurse. Her commission tery

She would lke, if it does’not
drag out too long, to wtay Iniminates in January, 1955. And

Indo-China till the last of thelafter that?
wounded have beso brought out ‘“Ah, after that, who knows®"
of Dienblenphu.  |laughed the younx nurse, wha
Always With the Wounded  |hed shed the combat troussrs
She added tiiat she still has{snd blouse which she was still
hopes that other tembets-of the|Wearing yesterday and was out-
medical servios a¢ Dienblenphuffitted in s trim blue ‘uniform.
would be released. . B§1e h;d lmiulgeddlr;l tlhe ]?x&ry
- Lt. de Galard-Terraube sajd|?! # shampoo and hair-set this
:tHnt until her evacuation yester- morning and, despite tl:.e Wit
. ing effect of Indo-China's tropi-

j0sy she had remained with the ;
French wounded the entire time ::;r::g:te. looked healthy and

except for fitteen-minute .

period when some- Communist] Her only mementos of Dien-

Viet Minh officers ordered her fé‘:&%‘:s ::geun d“"g—’:ral . :ﬁ‘«“s"
(g

by nistake to Join & column of| WrAehes inflicted after the

risoners of war.
p ors of wa battle was over. They oceurted

i "On .the last afternoon whe nshe trl oy
: pped over barbed
learned shortly after midday wire tlgzagging over the Dien-

that we could not, hold,” she
said. “At @ liitle after 5 p. m. |P/APBY defense sone.
when gun after gun was si-
lenced, the dogctors and ‘I told
the wounded. Many of them
cried bitterly at the knowledge
that after so much we had lost.
But there was s mixturs thevi-
tably of reliet that the battle
was over.

“A few minutes after the last

t

Sent Greeti to Ho

HANOI, May 25 (DLt
enevieve de Garlard-Terraube
isclosed today that the Viet
inh ordered her release from
inblenphu after she had sent
ifty-fourth birthday greetings
Ho Chi Minth, the rbeel leader,

explosions the Communist Viet
Minh came down into the
trenches (subterannean trenches
with mud walls). They were not
surprised to see me. They had
heard about me, I guess, through
the radio and press. In a little
while the medical officers and
I received orders to join the

t Wednesday.
 Asked why she had writlen!

. .prisoners of war column. We|

went into the night. We waited. |
Thén after maybe only fifteen

minutes or half an hour the Viet

Minh bficers. came back and

said thia had been s -mistake.

They told us we could go back

and take care of our people.”

Lt. de QGalard-Terraube said
that for her the most terrible
iand moving experience was the
first huge . Viet Minh attack.
Thifs: occurred Mareh 30, three
days after her arrival. “I had
{hever seqn” fuch-actillery, such

2003/03/Q

g

him, she replied: “I haye not]
Ing to say. I am afraid th
why 1 wrote him will be mi
undersicod.” -
Communist radio broadcas
quoted her letter as saying:
“On the occaslon of May 1
I wash to express my thanks
you, Mr, President, for yol
clemency toward the wounde:
prisoners of war at Dienbienph
whom you kindly want fo T
lease, ; . ,

reations as enrly as possible
8 world where war will
bahned. Should T hays the ha;

piness to return to my cou
I will endeavor to cragte. am
the youth sround me &n atm

phere of full understanding: |
tween our two peopled s0
contribute to the mainten
and establishment of
which we all desire” -
Ho's reply expressed.’
for the birthday wish. He ga
that upon demands of the V'
Minh Women's Unifon le W
issued orders that “you .l
leased at once.” )

1
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BYING,,MEN IN

THE MUD-NURSE

TELLS ORDEAL

< .I.—...‘d;... _'

Genevreve Saddened at

leavmg Wounded

NIy

“.qi'a,‘:

OSLO 'Nomay, ’Mfw 25
‘gm-—The board: of govornors

{ol ihe league of Red Cross '_

“*sovieties today proposed Lt
‘(,Lneweve de Galard Ter-
graube for . the
gnghungale medal,

award of the Red Cross. The !

{governors sent’ & Greek-

'sponsored message to the

tFren-cq purse, expressing
) cong:atufntldnb on the way
ishe cared for the wounded
durmg the giege of Dien Bien
+Phu. Soviet ddm’aw Dr. B,
Pachkov demanded tc know
* who fs this girl de Galar-
dW ™ But he votnd fm the
;resolnhonk '

,‘HANOI Iudo- Chma Mav 2
(P-—-Genevieve de Galard Ter-
raube. 29, told today the story
of her two months ordeal at
Dien Bien Phu. then hurried .
off to a beauty partor.

~2 1t was the most formidzble
ébenence of my lile” she
gid “ It opened new horizons

me of courage and devotion
duty while French soldiers .
- #nd officers were so briliantly
chting and dving. 1 only dnd
v duty.”
?To a nqv,s confercnce, qhe

ve an indication of the good

thru.
% Had she fallen in love or re-’

Esived any proposals at the!
riress” First she callad the:

§uestion indiscreet. then she
smiled and answered " No.”

Gets $100.000 Offers

At the hairdresser's, Miss de
alard héd her chestnut halr
t in long waver Visits fo de-
g.ulmenl sfores for rouge and

pstick [ollowed Next wrek

i
¥

gm.

Filorence
top. ¢

umor that had brought her

Red. Cross M edal ‘

-ne ta consnder offers
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of jand’1. hld 1o leave behind so

l 100000 fo write her own! many woum_ied who needec‘{

orv. Her. comymission as a;
eutenant .in the French air
ree expiges next January.
She was flown into the for.|
.Yess March 27 to superviscj
: ®vacuation of wounded. Vn.et
‘®inh forces attacked the air
ifrip the next day and she
uld not leave.
1§ 1 did not see much of the
ighting any of the fast deadly
sault because always—many

mes in mud up to my knees;
the®

was  workinz  with

cunded,” she said:
Tells of Attack

Her worst
worked
round hospital, came the

experience, as
in the under-

g_
H
4

[

¥

£Eghttx of-March 30 and 31
he

related:
2%

It was then tHat the Viet,

my help.™

"L, de Galird lived In 4 tiny, |

rain filled dugout. She said she
had litfle sleep during the
fighting, sometimes only an
hour a2 night.

“All of the sanitary equip-

ment and. places for thel,

wounded were in underground
bunkers,” she said. ** All radios
had been destroved in the
shellings. And with each ter-
rific barrage there were new
problems as ta how the wound-
ed could be cared lor.

*“They had 10

idea,”

be shifted |§
frum pjace to place the best we |

lﬂm abandonment of the
she said.
‘Miss - De Galard was flown
here ‘yesterday. She disclosed,

-that the Yiel Minh ordered her

release affer she had sent Sith
birthday greetings to Ho Ch

-Mmh May 19.

-Asked why she had writte
to. the Viet Minh leéader, s‘nq
replied: “1 have nothing to
say. 1 am afraid that why 1!
wrote him will be mmmdcv

“sthod.”

Vu_[ Minh broadeasts quoted
_Yer letier as la_‘,mg

* On the occasion of May 9.
wish fo express my thanks

could, laying them on stretch- o you, Mr. President, for vour

ers when they were available, [

or on the wet or damp ground
until some better place could
be found.

plemency {oward the wounded,
prisaners of war at Dien Bxen

&t whom vou kindly want to’
Welease. W ‘
“How, we ever managed to ¥ ' ¢ all hope that our
inh hurled over (hou:ands care for the mcreaqmg num- §

mortars and heavy artillery ' bers of wounded was in itself i ‘endly relations as early as

wo countries may_ exchange

and there “e,Q a m[raﬁe 1 think we savedﬂﬁblbic in a world ’wh‘ef(’ war

rojectiles,
yundreds of French wounded  the maximum number of lives. |
:We had not -enough blood]

nd so many dying.

4. *To me it was so dramatic : plasma.”

$ud tragic. for the wounded
ad to wait for so many hours !
1 line in the underground
unkers in terrible pain before .
, icould help them.
“Those big attacks in the
cond mass assault the Viet
inh .made upon the [ortress
aused many casualties. Tt was
e first time I had seen ~o
any wounded at eone time
here were so [ew dactors '»
clp the wounded ant ' .a
¢ only woman nurse iho-o
“Today ["feel a mixture of

i

x and a little sadness. Joy
o« ause T am in Hanoi. sadness

Because | was ordéred to leave

*Sent Greetings to Ho
1.1 de Galard said as the sit-

uation worsened many officers §

. in the fortress wanted to try to

,counler-attack o "break out

‘of that hell.”

“But "the phyqxca! state of
the men after so many days
and nights of constant battile
ind  their extreme

gRess Lo relurn to mv

fatigue *

m be banned.

“Should 1 have the happi
couniry,
wiil endeavor to c€reafe
moni the youth around me
hn stmosphere of full uncer-
tamd.mg Between our two peo-.
bles so as to contribute to the-
aintetianice and eslablish-
ent u[ peace, whuh we all
lesire.”

Tlo’s rcpTv oxpresscd thankv
for the birthday wish. He sai:!l’
that upon demands of the Viet:

‘ Minh's women’s union he had'

séhed orders “vou be refeased

' at ooee.!

M...........‘ .

s s —

$he gocs to PdrasAppAtﬁvedrFor Release 2003/03/07 : CIA- RDP80R01731R001600080075 9

mother. Mrs. Kover -ie Calard
Terrauhe ﬁftert"xt Wl vome



NEW O YORK LV R B AR [ R TR FRYF N T
. Approved For Release 2003/03/07 : CIA-RDP80R01731R00160008lOA075_-9 , .

Dienbienphu Nurse Recounts Life

| With Wounded at Fallen Redoubt

¢ e b

'Freed Frenchwoman

s Elatiori; Tempered:

by Sadness at Leguing Comrades—
Note to Ho Chi Minh Kept Secret

apecial to The New Yors Times
HANOI, Vietnam, May 20--
~“The nurse of Dienbiefphu" said

A lay she had retwrned to free-
dem with @ fecling of Toth SUCE

and Jsz_xdmtﬂs.” ; .
Mlle, Genevigve de Galard Ter-
ritibe, Who became an almost
tegendary figure: Tor her heroic
work among  French ~Union
wounded, said she was happy to
ses her old fricends sgain, bul
soery Lo leave “behind the un-
evacuated wounded and doclors
41 malé nurses, with whon she
apriked ‘at Dienbienphi -
‘U 38 serfously  wounded
whem the Vietminh insurgents
1t va Agreed to return to French
1 582 dlvemdy have bheen
ot by adro-

T 2evear old Frenoh Al
.« nurse, a cheerful round-
womsn  with  chesinut-
te ir. returned to Hanm
s orght alter hoing released by
curtors Lienbienphia
sranded There onoan evacuation
Fussion Marci 27, Mile de Gatdard
Terraube, the oy WOITAR dn..ng
the French giisen. spent forty-

it

s

10 (éa’

3

©one days under giege and seven-:

teen Jdavsg As & prisod

‘¥ had no idea ] was famous’”
<he said.” 8he decoived thal she
had received a nwmnher ot offers
“te write lter gaperiences 4t Dien-
“hienphu and anighed when she

was asked :f she had recelved
any proposals of munage. .
After taking hwme off this

motrning for an appointment with
a4 Hanoi hairdresser, she visited
the press camp - the company
of 3en. Jean Dechaux, command-
er of the French A:r Force in
North Vietnam. Tha recipient
of the Legion of Honor First
Class and the Croix de Gueire
‘with Palm for her work at Dien-
bienphu, she appeared at the
press conference in a blue cotton
diniforry withnut Aasigoia.
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She confirmed a Vietminh run it a Fiench patrol rescued himn.

eport that she had sent birthd “Wa had champegne tha:,f’
reatings o i. M t Hight,” she said. 1
fietminh president, aaid 8 She depicted a more somber; -
ould not “speak about that” scene on the morning of May 7.’

ithe day when the French redoubt
. wag gverwhelmed by the insur-
gents. That morning, General De
Castries summoned  the com-
shifl manders-of all positions left in _
ould not answer the guestion. J§ French hands to discuss the quea- -
Mile. de Galard Terraube called: tion of an attempt to break oul.
her life at the French redoubt a! 8ome, she said, wets in favor.
| “wonderfu! experience,” she said.. but the majarity voted againat it
‘1t had “opened new horizons and on the ground that the troops
’t'na.t the camaraderie was wond-{were too tired and the odds to¢
s erful” unfavorable, It was decided to
. Asied what had been the single|fight until the ammunition was
fmost dramatic moment for her}gone, then destroy the equipment '
at Dienbienphu, she veplied: “Forjand surrender.
me it was March 30 during thef At noon Vietmirh troops broke
first Vietminh attack. The artil- nto  the underground hospital
lery was extraordinerily heavy.:where she was working anmong
It wags.the first time 1 had seen ihe wounded.
s0 many wounded. So many were! Adcording to the nurse. the
wse obiiged to wait for treat- X-ray equipment at Dienbienpnia
ment. It was dreadful.” . .was destroved by artillery fire
Vignettes of life at Dienbienphu.but the water filter systen held

is time.~

|

g

were projected by Mile, de Galard
Terraube in rapid French:

The calmness of Biig. tien
(*hrietian de  Castries, French
garrison rommander, and the -
ceasant  Vietminh artillery fire

up until the end. 8he said biood
and biood plasma along with e
10 preserve it liad been in sio':
supply.

She sa:d she was planning !»
leave Hanoi in a few days and

‘and periodic Vietminh assaulte;ireturn to Paris to Join Ther
‘the carving out of stars for Gen-fmother Viscountess Oger de (Gal-
eral de Castries from beer cans;ard Terraube and her =sister,
when he was promoted to briga-  Marle-Suzanng. She said hev
dier general; mud and more mud|present tour of duty in the Air
sverywhere, with a shortage of Force nursing service would end

ed, snd the wounded living in
damp underground shelters, shak-
en oV artillery fire and intowhu'h
the rain seeped constantly.

She recalled an occasion for
celebration one midnight in mid-
April after a French pilot bailed
out of his disabled fighter plane
and menaged to get his para-
chute open juat about fifty yards
off the d. He landed out-
side the Dianbienphu perimeter,

bload and plasma for the wound- next Jan., 15th

hut addsd that’
she might decide to re-enhist.

-

.



i HAM)I May 25 m.—-Genc-
vieve de Galard Terraube de-
clared today that tending
French wounded in 40 terror-
filled nights and days in the
'iortr s5 ‘af_Dien Bien Phu was

~&nce ol my Tife

Lot opened new hodzons to

o lome of courage and ﬂevouon to]

- Buty while French _soldiers

#ind officers were so .briiﬁantly
!mhhng and dying”>

A9 only did my duty.”

" She asserted the most "dan-

ﬁerous and dramatic: moment”

; ?‘l the long, savage hattle for

i “the French Union fortress in

arch 30, -
It was then that the Viet-
inh huried over thousards, of
ortars - .and -heavy “artillery
rojectiles and there were hun-

sy, .._? o

; my dymg
“To me it was so dramahc
and tragic, for so many af the

S U & VR e ———

{ness, because T

= Phind so “mény ivb déd/ a

Fthwestern Indochina's
es came on the- nlcht of ,

s of French wounded and :

‘wounded had to walf
many hours in ine
underground “bunkers In

them.

Jjoy and a little sag!ngs
Because I zm in )

people who worke
and who needed

day after being fele
the captured bastio

" Here is'the story of her herolc
work in the rain-soaked .and
mud-filled trenches and bunk-
ers of the Dien Blcn Phu bat-

tlefield: A
ﬂy into

“I was ordered 1o
Dien Bien Phu on the evening
of March 26 and tg #y out the
next day with a report.on the
wounded there and th Z
ation. -
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iMarch : 27 the Vietminh, ‘in
:preparation far their second big
.attack. that was ‘ctining 4n a

‘few days, opened intehse moartar

and artillery fire tpdn the main
airstrip for the fortress. -

“It was impossible” for any
plane to leave and’ lake .me
back to Hanol” ' ° S

The sheliing kept A
rebels seized the o
planes took off ar.
sgupplies’ thercafter
ped by parachute, )

Lieut, De Galped Hved in a
tiny, rain-flled, dugout.
said she had little sleep during'

Tess.” No
lafided. . Al
re 'drop-

the . ensuing - fighting - some-!;

times only an hour a night.
Not Enough Plasma =

“All of the sanitary equip-|i
‘ment
wounded were in tmderground !

and * places  for the

" bunkers,” :she -said. -
“And with each terrific bsr—

" tage there were néw problems

FoipAnpe CrATREPEBIRpt

“They had to be  shifted
ﬁ-om place to place the best

“Today 1 feel a“mixture of of

rible pain before I coru} help B

‘30 many days nd]
nst ,hat e andi.

“But. on that mornlng of :

[the|,

calm mdf

I know that he {5 3 ps
of the Vi A £ ;séim
know .w X

weeping
embrace her. Comtu Lin

is quite all rig
She ‘embraced {
Kissed the :

£
%f Red Cgs,s SOCiEﬁz
arway, Greece -
terdayyihsfg

grgtua tlons” to A
Greek delegate “said she ‘had

“shown herseu worthy of the
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